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SUBJECT: PANAMA MEETING 

1. POREIGN MINISTER CONSALVI SUMMONED ME AT 10:30 THIS 
MORNING (JUNE 15). HE SAID THAT PRESIDENT PEREZ HAD RECEIVED 
A REVISED SCHEDULE OP EVENTS POR THE PANAMA MEETING. 

ORIGINALLY TORRIJOS HAD ASKED PRESIDENT PEREZ TO SPEAK AT 
THE CEREMONY. THE REVISED SCHEDULE SHOWS ONLY TORRIJOS AND 
PRESIDENT CARTER SPEAKING. THE POREIGN MINISTER SAID THAT 
THE PRESIDENT WAS DISTURBED (MOLESTO) AT THIS CHANGE AND 
WONDERED WHETHER HE SHOULD GO TO PANAMA AT ALL. I ASKED 
THE MINISTER IP THERE WAS ANY SERIOUS POSSIBILITY THAT 
PRESIDENT PEREZ WOULD NOT GO, AND THE MINISTER SAID NO, HE 
WAS SURE THAT THE PRESIDENT WOULD DECIDE TO GO. 

2. THE MINISTER ASKED IF I KNEW WHAT WAS BEHIND THE 
CHANGE. I SAID THAT I HAD NOT BEEN INFORMED ABOUT THE 
PROGRAM AND DID NOT KNOW ALL THE POREGOING. I SAID THAT 

1 COULD IMAGINE, HOWEVER, THAT IT WAS PROBABLY DECIDED 
TO LIMIT THE CEREMONY, BOT FOR REASONS OP TIME AND 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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SINCE IT WAS ALTER ALL A BILATERAL PACT. I SAID THAT 
PRESIDENT PEREZ SHOULD IN NO WAY FEEL DISTURBED BY THIS 
CHANGE. 

3. 1 SAID THAT I HAD RECEIVED A COPY OP THE PROPOSED 
DECLARATION WHICH WAS GIVEN TO OUR EMBASSY IN KINGSTON 
BY THE JAMAICANS AND IDENTIPIED AS A VENEZUELAN DRAPT (KINGSTON 
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4773). I SAID THAT AS I HAD INDICATED TO HIM EARLIER AND TO THE 
PRESIDENT, OUR INCLINATION HAD BEEN NOT TO PROCEED WITH 
THE DECLARATION, SINCE THE VARIOUS IDEAS SUGGESTED BY 
THE VARIOUS COUNTRIES WERE SO DIVERSE THAT TO TRY TO 
NEGOTIATE A TEXT WOULD BE BOTH TIME CONSUMING AND MIGHT 
DETRACT EROM THE POSITIVE ATMOSPHERE OE THE CEREMONIES. 
THE MINISTER SAID THAT PRESIDENT PEREZ' VIEW WAS THAT 
THE PRESIDENTS COULD DECIDE WHETHER OR NOT OT ISSUE A 
DECLARATION. HE ASKED IE THERE HAD BEEN ANY WASHINGTON 
REACTION TO THE TEXT, AND I SAID THAT I HAD NOT RECEIVED 
ANY YET. 

4. COMMENT: I DO NOT THINK THERE IS ANY SERIOUS 
CONSIDERATION OF PEREZ REEUSING TO GO TO PANAMA. THAT 
WAS SAID EOR EEFECT AND JUST TO INDICATE HIS 
DISCOMFITURE AT BEING REMOVED FROM THE LIST OF SPEAKERS. 
COMING ON TOP OF THE "BRIEFING PAPERS LEAK," PEREZ WILL 
BE ARRIVING IN PANAMA WITH A WOUNDED EGO, INDEED. 

VAKY 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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